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The Longmont Hospital Association, which took nine 
months and $30,000 to build, opened its doors for 
patients on January 29, 1907.

While the word “clinic” was not yet included in the 
title, doctors operated two distinct services under 
one name. Patients seen for routine out-patient 
appointments visited physicians on the first floor 
while more serious cases were admitted through  
a separate entrance and stayed in hospital beds on 
the second floor.

Six months after the building was complete, the 
Longmont Hospital Nurses Training School was 
incorporated and the basement fitted to house nurses 
attending the program. During its 23 years, the school 
hosted 20 classes that graduated 75 fully trained nurses. 

Dr. John Andrew, younger brother to founder C. F. 
Andrew, joined the practice three years after it opened. 
While all three physicians were general practitioners, 

the Andrew brothers had a special interest in surgery, 
while Dr. Pennock focused his attention on medicine, 
obstetrics and pediatrics. 

Doctors Andrew and Pennock patterned their practice 
after the already famous Mayo Clinic in Rochester, 
Minnesota, establishing themselves as one of the 
first clinics in the country where medical specialists 
practiced as a group. In keeping with this goal, they 
had a list of consultants of medical specialists whom 
they called upon through the years for expert advice.

A Growing Practice
By 1916, the Longmont Hospital Association had six 
doctors on staff and served patients from as far away 
as Estes Park, Berthoud and Erie. To help handle 
increased case loads, a three-story addition was built 
on the western portion of the building, which boosted 
the capacity to more than 40 beds. In 1942, an elevator 
was installed in this part of the hospital connecting all 
three floors.

In THE Beginning

two forward-thinking doctors from Longmont 
created a plan to help meet the medical needs of their 
growing community. They got approval for and built 
a two-story hospital and clinic at the corner of Fourth 
Avenue and Coffman Street.

At first glance, the old black-and-white photographs of 
the building, mask-clad doctors in white performing 
surgery, and nurses hamming for the camera may give 
the impression of humble beginnings.

But, in fact, the medical facility doctors Charles Fisher 
Andrew and Vivian R. Pennock incorporated on April 
4, 1906 was state-of-the-art for its day. The Longmont 
Hospital Association — the name under which the 

Longmont Clinic began — is considered one of the 
oldest group medical practices in Colorado and one  
of the first of its kind in the United States.

What started as a 16-bed combined hospital and clinic 
staffed by two doctors and two nurses has blossomed 
into a two campus, out-patient medical practice 
boasting 53 physicians, close to 300 support staff and  
a wide variety of medical specialties.

Never in their wildest dreams could doctors Andrew 
and Pennock have imagined how far the world of 
medicine would travel. But even more than a century 
ago, they worked hard to keep what would become 
the Longmont Clinic on the cutting edge.

One hundred
years ago...

Early Clinic Doctors

Dr. Pennock, Dr. Charles Andrew, Dr. McFarland, Dr. Lauderdale, Dr. John Andrew
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After the deaths of Dr. Pennock in 1921 and Dr. C.F. 
Andrew in 1925, Dr. John Andrew became the sole 
owner of the Longmont Hospital Association. It 
was after he passed away on January 6, 1947, that the 
Longmont Hospital Association was purchased and 
renamed the Longmont Hospital and Clinic, Inc. On 
June 1, 1947, it was officially incorporated by doctors 
Homer Ray Dietmeier, George Ricker Hageman, 
David W. McCarty and James S. Haley. That same 
year, doctors Clare C. Wiley and Harry D. Jones 
became members of the organization.

By 1950, it was time for 
another major remodeling 
project. The basement of 
the building at Fourth and 
Coffman was redesigned 
to provide space for x-ray 
diagnosis and deep therapy, 
as well as dressing rooms for 
doctors. On the first floor a 
dispensary and more offices 
for doctors were added, in 
addition to a revolving file 
system for clinic patients. The 
second floor diet kitchen was modernized, a step that 
included the installation of a dishwasher. In the newer 
three-story addition, facilities were created for laboratory 
procedures, emergencies and out-patient care. A 
telephone exchange and intercom system were installed.

Time for Change
But it was clear that Longmont’s population had 
outgrown this facility. So in March 1959, after serving 
under one roof for more than 50 years, the Longmont 
Hospital and Clinic became two separate organizations 
— the Longmont Hospital, which moved its patients 
to a new building on Mountain View Avenue, and 
the Longmont Clinic, which would operate in the old 
building at Fourth Avenue and Coffman Street for 
another three years.

At this point, the physicians who remained with the 
clinic organized themselves as a partnership of doctors 
whose sole purpose was to serve clients on an out-
patient basis. The partners included Dr. Jones, who 
served as president; Dr. M. G. Ringer, acting as vice 
president; and Dr. R. S. Henderson, as secretary. Other 
physicians in the partnership included G. R. Wright,  
A. D. Slater, Wiley, Haley and McCarty.

Meanwhile, the partners bought 10 acres of land 
across from the hospital on Mountain View Avenue to 
build a new facility. These eight physicians moved 

into their new 35,000-square-
foot clinic in May 1962. The 
building included offices 
and examination rooms 
for 12 doctors. The old 
hospital and clinic building 
was torn down in the early 
part of 1964 and in its place 
today stands the Liberty 
Building, home to Liberty 
Savings Bank.

Within the next 20 years, 
however, growth again would push at the clinic’s seams. 

In 1980, to keep pace with a 30 to 40 percent increase  
in patients, the clinic undertook a $2 million expansion. 
More than 9,000 square feet were added to house new 
treatment and examination rooms for a staff that now 
included 17 doctors, but could grow to 25. 

The laboratory was expanded, a move that enabled more 
tests to be run on site rather than sending them to 
Denver. In addition, office space was created for treating 
on-the-job injuries and handling company physicals,  
as well as pharmaceutical research. When the new 
construction was complete, the original 35,000-square-
foot facility underwent remodeling.

continued on page 13
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Dr. Vivian R. Pennock was the 
first young person to graduate from 
Longmont grade and high schools, 
become a trained physician and then 
return to practice medicine in his 
hometown. In fact, he and Dr. C.F. 
Andrew were responsible 100 years 
ago for establishing the roots of what 
has become the Longmont Clinic.

While Vivian’s parents originally 
settled on Left Hand Creek west 
of Burlington, they moved east to 

Illinois in 1870 before Vivian was 
born to escape the trouble sometimes 
caused by Plains Indians. However, 
when Vivian was 4 years old, 
the family returned to Colorado 
and settled on the farm east of 
Longmont where Vivian would 
grow up.

After graduating from high school, 
Vivian entered the University of 
Colorado Medical School, where he 
played on CU’s first varsity football 
team and graduated in 1894.

The following Christmas Eve, Dr. 
Pennock married Lillian Large and  
they settled in Silver Plume. It was 
here that he opened an office and 
two of the Pennock’s children, 
Mildred and Phil Russell, were 
born. During the mining boom, the 
Pennock family moved to Cripple 
Creek, where son Hugh was born.

It was about 1903 when they 
settled in Longmont and Dr. 
Pennock opened a private practice. 
On April 4, 1906, he and Dr. 
Andrew established the charter 
for the Longmont Hospital 

Association. He was elected vice 
president of the hospital, a position 
he held until his death.

During World War I, Dr. Pennock 
enlisted in the Medical Corps and 
served six months as Lieutenant  
in a field hospital near the firing 
line in Vardun, France. He 
returned home from duty in March 
1919 and continued his practice 
at the Longmont Hospital until a 
short time before his death from 
cancer on August 19, 1921.

While in the hospital just days 
before his passing, Dr. Pennock 
was visited by Dr. Charles Mayo, 
a noted specialist from Rochester, 
Minnesota, who happened to be 
visiting Estes Park. But Dr. Mayo, 
who co-founded the Mayo Clinic, 
was unable to suggest any other 
avenues for treatment.

(Some information for this profile was provided 
by an article written by Hugh Pennock and 
published by The St. Vrain Historical Society Inc. 
in They Came to Stay.) 

Vivian R. Pennock, M.D. (1870-1921)

This editorial ran  
on the front page of  

The Daily Times on 
August 19, 1921.  

Partially responsible 100 years ago
for the roots of Longmont Clinic today.

Vivian R. Pennock
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Dr. White and Dr. Charles Andrew

Dr. Charles Andrew was the 
oldest of six children born to John 
and Harriet (Fisher) Andrew. 
He graduated from Missouri 
Medical College in St. Louis in 
1895, president of his class and an 
honor student. His education also 
included time at Northern Illinois 
Normal School in Dixon, Illinois 
and Lombard College of Physicians 
and Surgeons in Chicago.

Dr. Andrew came to Longmont to 
succeed his family’s physician Dr. 
Joseph J. Topliff, who had just died.

He practiced in Dr. Topliff’s office 
on Main Street for a time, and 
then moved to an office at 646 4th 
Avenue. In June 1896, Dr. Andrew 
married Mary Elizabeth Turrell 
and they had two children: Dorothy 
and Donald. The Andrew family 
lived in a home at 4th Avenue and 
Pratt Street. In 1897, Dr. Andrew 
was the city physician.

In 1900, Dr. Andrew brought 
Willard J. White, M.D., into his 
practice to help while he traveled 
to Vienna and Berlin to pursue 
post-graduate work. The two 
men shared offices until the 
1907 opening of the Longmont 
Hospital. The hospital, which was 
built on the corner of 4th Avenue 
and Coffman Street, became a 
reality because of the foresight 
of Dr. Andrew and Vivian R. 
Pennock, M.D. On April 4, 1906, 
they established the Longmont 
Hospital Association.

Dr. Andrew became president 
of the Longmont Hospital 
Association, and served until his 
death. He also was on the State 
Board of Lunacy Commission in 
1903 and sat on the State Board 

of Medical Examiners from 1925 
until his death. He was a member 
of the St. Vrain Lodge No. 23 AF & 
AM, Knights Templar, Longmont 
Hose Company #1 and was active 
in politics.

Dr. Andrew was divorced in 1909 
and married Mrs. Sadie Whitney. 
They had a son Charles who 
was born in 1911 followed by a 
daughter Harriet in 1919.

In 1920, Dr. Andrew was injured 
in an automobile accident. Due 
to complications resulting from 
diabetes, his health began failing 
about 1923. In 1926, Dr. Charles 
Fisher Andrew died at the age of 55.

Because of his enterprise in helping 
establish the Longmont Hospital, 
colleague D.W. McCarty, M.D. 
is quoted as saying: “Probably no 
doctor changed the practice of 
medicine in Longmont as much  
as Dr. Charles Andrew.”

(This profile is based on a biography written by 
D.W. McCarty, M.D. that was published by the 
St. Vrain Historical Society Inc. in a book called 
They Came To Stay.) 

Charles Fisher Andrew, M.D. (1871-1926)

On the way to deliver babies!
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You can take the man out of the 
newsroom, but you can’t take the 
love for journalism out of the man.

That was proved in the case of 
James Allan Matlack, M.D., 
perhaps one of the most colorful 
doctors involved in the early years 
of the Longmont Hospital.

Dr. Matlack was born in Belleville, 
Illinois on July 4, 1874. When he 
was a child, his family moved 
to Chester, Illinois where he 
completed high school. It was after 
graduation that James, who had 
inherited his love for newspapering 
from his father, bought and became 
editor of the Chester Herald. After 
a few years he sold the paper to his 
dad so he could come to Colorado.

Here James worked on the staff of 
the Herald in Boulder before head-
ing to St. Louis, Missouri where 
he graduated from Washington 
University and went on to receive 
his medical degree from St. Louis 
City Hospital. Dr. Matlack spent a 

year as a resident physician at the 
Federal Prison on McNeill Island 
near Tacoma, Washington, and 
then set up a private practice in  
Illinois. Later he worked for a year 
on the staff of the Mayo Clinic in 
Rochester, Minnesota.

In 1901, Dr. Matlack married Edith 
M. Jakeman, a graduate nurse 
whom he met at St. Luke’s Hospital 
in St. Louis.

In addition to a new life together, 
these young medical professionals 
were in store for another major 
life change. They were lured 
to Longmont in 1907 by a new 
hospital being built. While Dr. 
Matlack operated an office on 
“Doctor’s Row,” his wife, Edith, 
helped develop the curriculum and 
procedures for the nurse’s training 
school that became a part of the 
Longmont Hospital and Clinic  
six months after it opened.

In 1918, Dr. Matlack joined the 
staff of the Longmont Hospital. 
That was the same year that 
a deadly strain of the flu hit 
Longmont. With all hospital beds 
filled, nurse Edith had a solution. 
She arranged for her pastor, Father 
Worthington of St. Stephen’s 
Episcopal Church, to set up beds in 
the parish house. Working round-
the-clock, she supervised the care  
of the sick — miraculously escaping 
the illness herself.	

While the medical profession 
provided plenty of challenge, 
Dr. Matlack couldn’t shake the 
itch to return to a newsroom. 
That’s why, in 1930, he bought 
the Longmont Call and became 

its editor while still continuing to 
practice medicine. In May 1931, the 
city’s two papers — the Call and 
the Times — were consolidated 
and became the Times-Call. Dr. 
Matlack became associate editor 
and editorial writer for the new 
publication.

In his obituary, the newspaper 
stated that Dr. Matlack “was in 
the pursuit of happiness. He was a 
home lover, enjoyed association of 
his friends, had every confidence 
in mankind and refused to worry 
when difficulties arose.” Perhaps it 
is these life skills that enabled him 
to maintain his roles as both editor 
and doctor throughout his life.

In addition to these roles, Dr. 
Matlack also served as president 
of the Boulder County Medical 
Society and on the board of the 
Colorado Medical Society, besides 
belonging to many local fraternal 
and civic organizations. 

Edith volunteered countless hours 
to the Boulder County Red Cross, 
helped organize a permanent 
Visiting Nurses Service and was  
a charter member of the Longmont 
Writer’s Club.

Dr. Matlack died May 22, 1938, 
at the age of 63 with the honor 
of being both an owner and 
associate editor of the Times-Call 
and a member of the staff at the 
Longmont Hospital. His wife lived 
another 21 years. Both Matlacks left 
a lasting impression on Longmont.

(This profile was written using information 
published by the St. Vrain Historical Society Inc.)

James Allan Matlack, M.D. (1874-1938) and

Edith (Jakeman) Matlack (1876-1959)
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Dr. Matlack — born in  
Belleville, Illinois on July 4, 1874.

James Allan Matlack
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The Longmont Hospital  
Training School for Nurses 
received its charter on July 10, 
1907, six months after the newly 
constructed Longmont Hospital 
opened its doors.

Drs. C.F. Andrew and V.R. 
Pennock, who established the 
Longmont Hospital Association, 
wanted the school to be affiliated 
with their organization. The 
training program was put together 
with help from Mrs. J.A. Matlack, 
wife of one of the hospital’s early 
doctors. Mrs. Matlack was a 
registered nurse who received her 
training at St. Luke’s Hospital in 
St. Louis, Missouri.

When the nursing school was first 
established, students began the 
program, which took two years 
and two months to complete, 

immediately after being admitted. 
Eventually, however, it expanded to 
a three-year program that began 
each fall.

According to an article written 
by Lorena Darby, qualifications 
for trainees included good moral 
character, sound health, common 
sense and in most cases a high 
school diploma.

While students were required 
to provide their own books and 
uniforms, tuition was free and  
they were provided room, board 
and payment of $6 a month.

Hours were rigorous. Trainees were 
required to work 12 hours on night 
duty and 12 hours on day duty, 
with two hours off if possible, and 
one-half day off each week when 
schedules allowed.

The first graduating class in 1910 
included two ladies: Cordelia 
Cowan and Jessie H. Miller.

When the Longmont Hospital 
Training School for Nurses closed 
in 1930, it boasted 75 graduates 
who became registered nurses. 
Many of them received the 
highest grades possible from  
the state’s licensing board.

The Longmont Hospital Training School for Nurses

Cordelia Cowan, RN (1889-1973) Nursing in Original Building

Did you know?  
Students accepted into the Longmont Hospital Training School for Nurses were 
housed in the basement of the original building until 1916 when an addition  
was completed and they were moved to the first floor of that wing?

When the Longmont 
Hospital Training School 
for Nurses closed in 1930, 
it boasted 75 graduates who 
became registered nurses. 
Many of them received the 
highest grades possible from 
the state’s licensing board.
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Original Clinic 1906

1906

April 4, 1906 
Articles of Incorporation prepared for 
Longmont Hospital Association

April 27, 1906 
Excavation started on the original 
building at 4th and Coffman

January 29, 1907 
Longmont Hospital Association opens

February 22, 1907 
Building is complete

July 10, 1907 
Longmont Hospital Training School for 
Nurses is incorporated

April 12, 1910 
First graduating class of nurses

May 8, 1914 
Myers Interruptless x-ray  
machine installed

August 12, 1940 
200,000 volt x-ray therapy unit installed

June 1, 1947 
Longmont Hospital Association 
purchased by the Longmont Hospital 
Association and Clinic

March 23, 1950 
Dr. Bob Henderson joins staff

1950 
Building at 4th and Coffman remodeled 

July 12, 1950 
Dr. Charles Gaylor joins staff

August 3, 1950 
Dr. George Wright – urologist,  
joins staff 

July 11, 1952 
Acquired the Noxsom Oxygen  
Air Pressure Lock to help newborn 
babies breathe

May 27, 1953 
Dr. Dale Slater joins staff

December 30, 1953 
Dr. C.E. Sidwell retires

November 29, 1954 
Hospital receives full accreditation 
from state board of commissioners

February 21, 1955 
Henry Amicarilla hired as 
administrator (still living today)

1936

May 19, 1916 
Excavation started for new additions  
to the building

July 6, 1917 
Dr. James Allen Matlack joins staff

April 14, 1919 
Dr. C.E. Sidwell joins staff

December 9, 1921 
Dr. Homer Dietmere joins the staff

January 30, 1925 
Dr. John Andrews buys entire stock  
of Longmont Hospital

April 2, 1930 
Dr. George Hageman joins staff

1930 
Nursing program is closed

1916

Celebrating Øne Hundred Years
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2006

Clinic Today! (2006)

March 1959 
Longmont Hospital moves to its new 
facility — Clinic still operates at 4th  
and Coffman

March 28, 1961 
Building plans revealed for new Clinic

May 24, 1961 
Groundbreaking for Longmont Clinic 
on Mountain View Avenue 

May 1962 
Clinic moves into new building

March 1964 
Original Clinic at 4th and Coffman  
is demolished

February 25, 2000 
40,000 square foot west building  
plans unveiled

April 2001 
New west building opens with state-of-
the-art Imaging Center, CT, MRI and 
Nuclear Medicine

November 2004 
10,000 square foot Carbon Valley  
Medical Center opens in Firestone

1956 1996

October 11, 1980 
Clinic unveils plans for $2 million 
expansion to existing facility

1981
Urgent Care facility opens to provide 
care 7 days a week

May 1981
Clinic celebrates 75 years of service

September 1984
Longmont Osteoporosis and  
Bone Center opens

Diabetes Care Team established to 
provide advanced, specialized care  
for patients with diabetes

1976

August 23, 2004 
Carbon Valley Medical Center opens  
in temporary location

Celebrating Øne Hundred Years
Timeline

Longmont Clinic
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Dr. Andrew, Jr. sole owner of 
Longmont Hospital — 1925

John Andrew

Dr. White (bottom left) and  
brothers Dr. Charles and John Andrew

A man of great energy and ability, 
John Andrew Jr. arrived in Longmont 
in 1902 from Illinois using the $45 his 
big brother, Charles Fisher, had sent 
him to “come out and see the west.” 
He had just graduated from Lombard 
College intending to become a 
pharmacist. He was met at the railway 
station by his brother and Mrs. T.M. 
Callahan in her “steamer.”

John Andrew extended his stay 
in order to enter the University of 
Colorado Medical School, from 

which he graduated with a Doctor 
of Medicine degree in 1906. It was at 
CU that the younger of the Andrew 
brothers lettered in both football and 
basketball, and worked as manager 
of both the annual high school days 
and the Silver and Gold.

After graduation, John worked in his 
older brother’s medical practice on 
Doctor’s Row until the completion 
of the Longmont Hospital, where he 
spent the next 40 years and gained 
statewide recognition as being one of 
Colorado’s outstanding surgeons.

In 1907, he married Grace Schnur 
in Illinois, arriving home to find his 
new office decorated as a welcome 
from his friends. They had two 
daughters, Maxine and Marian. To 
distinguish himself from his older 
brother, he became affectionately 
known as “Dr. John.”

Throughout his life, his love for CU 
endured and he even worked as an 
instructor in anatomy until the 
medical school moved from Boulder 
to Denver. 

In January 1925, Dr. John became 
the sole owner of the stock of the 
Longmont Hospital. It was at this 
time that he paid Mrs. V.R. Pennock 

$1,300 for her one-third share. At this 
time, Dr. Andrew also valued the 
building and equipment at $75,000. 

In 1926, Dr. John became president 
of the Longmont Hospital 
Association. He was president of 
the Colorado Hospital Association 
in 1936; a Colorado delegate to the 
American Medical Association in 
1938; and a member of the State 
Board of Health when he died. In 
1934, Dr. John was made a fellow in 
the American College of Surgeons.

In 1922, Dr. John visited Europe 
knowing he had developed diabetes, 
as had his brother. Fortunately, that 
was the year insulin was discovered 
and, with its help, he continued a 
vigorous life in active practice until 
the day he died.

(This profile was written using information  
in They Came to Stay, a book published by  
the St. Vrain Historical Society.)

John Andrew, Jr., M.D. (1879-1947)

Did you know?
The Longmont Hospital and Clinic was established just  

35 years after the city of Longmont was founded?
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When he was growing up,  
James Haley didn’t plan to  
follow his father’s footsteps  
into the medical profession.

“I always planned to be a  
coach,” he was quoted as  
saying in a local newspaper.

Haley did, in fact, earn a BS in 
physical education at the University 
of Colorado in 1932 and went on 
to coach for a year at Lamar High 
School. He then returned to the  
CU Medical School in Denver 
where he earned his medical degree 
in 1938. He went on to become one 
of the most popular doctors  
in Longmont.

Born the oldest of three brothers, 
James grew up in Paonia where in 
elementary school he was tagged 
with the nickname “Slick.” As a 
high school standout in football, 
basketball, track and baseball, 
James “Slick” Haley went on to 
CU to earn three letters in football, 
three in basketball, two in track 
and two in baseball.

After graduating from medical 
school, he did an 18-month 
internship at Denver General and 
then moved home to Paonia in 1939 
to practice medicine with his father. 
While a student at CU, Haley met 
Maxine Johnson of Longmont and 
on September 25, 1936, they were 
married. The Haley’s raised three 
sons in Longmont — Charles, Jim 
and John.

In 1940, Dr. John Andrew asked 
Haley to join him in practice at  
the Longmont Hospital and 
Clinic. Throughout his career he 
worked as a general practitioner 
and surgeon.

“It was quite stimulating to practice 
medicine alongside Dr. Andrew,” 
Haley remarked to a reporter. 
“He was a good surgeon and good 
teacher, and it was where I started 
getting more surgical training. The 
rest I got in the Army.”

During his three-plus years serving  
with the 29th General Army Hos-
pital, Haley was a member of the 
surgical department — working 
in general surgery and orthopedics 
— assigned to New Caledonia and 
Okinawa, where he was when  
Japan surrendered in 1945.

Haley returned to Longmont and 
became so popular, that by the time 
the Longmont Clinic moved into its 
new facility in 1962, he was one of 
the busiest physicians in town.

When he retired, Haley praised 
some of the greatest medical 
advances he witnessed during his 
career including the discoveries of 
sulfanilamide and penicillin. “So, 
we got started with a modality 
that would kill bacteria and cure 
infections that we never had 
before,” he was quoted as saying. 
“Outside the discovery of bacteria 

and antisepsis, they are probably the 
greatest discoveries of my lifetime.

“Among other great advances has 
been development of the CAT-
scanner for use in tomography, 
advances in heart surgery, and the 
replacement of joints.”

In 1956, Haley was selected for 
the first Sports Illustrated 25-Year 
All-American Football Team. 
The award honored a person 
who was good in football and 
successful in life 25 years after he 
graduated. During his years living 
in Longmont, Haley served on the 
city Recreation Committee, and 
was president of Boulder County 
Medical Society, CU Medical 
Alumni Association and the 
Longmont Rotary Club, for which 
he awarded student scholarships 
annually for 42 years; he also was 
a member of the International 
College of Surgeons and the 
Southwest Surgical Congress. In 
addition, he served as chief of staff 
for the Longmont Hospital.

Dr. James “Slick” Haley died 
January 13, 2002.

But his spirit is strong in Longmont, 
especially during the spring when 
four to six outstanding high school 
graduating seniors receive the Slick 
Haley Senior Student Award. 	

James S. Haley (1909-2002)

Dr. Haley is 
inducted into  
the CU Hall  
of Fame.

Dr. James “Slick” Haley
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D.W. McCarty, III, M.D.

As a young boy David Wilson 
McCarty traveled the countryside 
making house-calls with his father, 
a horse-and-buggy physician  
in Berthoud.

Perhaps it was inevitable then 
that he, too, became a physician 
dedicated day and night to  
his patients.

Dr. McCarty was born July 30, 
1910, in Berthoud, the son of Dr. 
D.W. McCarty and Jennie (Fagan) 
McCarty. He graduated from 
Berthoud High School in 1926; 
from the University of Colorado 
with Phi Beta Kappa honors in 
1931; and from the University of 
Colorado Medical School in 1934.

Dr. McCarty served a two-year 
rotating internship at Philadelphia 

General Hospital and completed an 
internal medicine residency at the 
Lahey Clinic in Boston.

He joined the Longmont 
Hospital Association in 1938 as 
an internal medicine doctor. But 
as was common in those days 
with small-town physicians, he 
provided all areas of medical 
care. For example, he shared 
responsibilities in obstetrics, 
minor surgery and anesthesiology. 
Following specialized training 
at Cook County Hospital in 
Chicago and Harvard Medical 
School in Boston, he also assumed 
responsibilities in x-ray diagnosis 
and radiation therapy.

During World War II, Dr. 
McCarty was called from the 
Reserves into active duty. He 
was stationed first in Glendale, 
California and later in Seattle, 
where he met his future wife, 
Frances G. Russek on July 7,  
1945. They had four children, 
David Wilson, John, Robert  
and Francie Orvis.

He eventually was discharged as 
major and returned to his practice 
in Longmont.

After the death of Dr. John Andrew, 
Dr. McCarty became a partner in 
the Longmont Hospital and Clinic. 
Not only did he see patients at the 

office, but he also was on-call nights 
and weekends, recalls his wife 
Frances. “He was all doctor. He 
was a very kind, caring person.”

Just as he had gone on house-calls 
with his father, so too did Dr. 
McCarty’s eldest son, also named 
D.W. McCarty. Following in his 
father’s footsteps, he too became  
a physician. So while the elder Dr. 
McCarty initially retired from 
the Longmont Clinic in 1977, he 
continued doctoring in his son’s 
private practice for some time.

Dr. McCarty cared for his patients 
for 50 years. During that span, he 
spent time as hospital chief of staff 
and president of the Longmont 
Clinic. He also was instrumental in 
the design and construction of both 
Longmont United Hospital and 
the Longmont Clinic buildings on 
Mountain View Avenue.

D.W. McCarty, M.D. (July 30, 1910-July 20, 1988)

Did you know?
That 5, 249 babies were born in the original Longmont Hospital  
and Clinic building at Fourth Avenue and Coffman Street?

David W. McCarty, II, M.D.

D.W. McCarty, M.D. — Born 1910
Berthoud, Colorado

David Wilson McCarty
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This addition gave physicians much-needed space 
to handle ever-expanding case loads for the next 
20 years. In fact, from 1990 to 2000, the number of 
doctors practicing at the clinic doubled from 20 to 40. 

But with the new millennium approaching, crowding 
was fast becoming a problem. In 1999, the Longmont 
Clinic broke ground on a three-story, 39,000-square-
foot modern medical building to house the offices 
of internal medicine physicians, specialists and an 
enhanced radiology department. This $7 million 
expansion, located just west of the original building, 
eased crowding for a practice that now dealt with up 
to 80,000 clients.

Many of these patients were commuting from the 
growing communities of Firestone, Frederick and 
Dacono. Just as its original founders brought the 
Longmont Hospital Association to the growing com-
munity of Longmont, so, too, today’s clinic decided to 
bring high quality medical care to the Tri-Town area.

In September 2004, the 12,000-square-foot Carbon 
Valley Medical Center, a sister facility to Longmont 
Clinic, opened its doors to provide family practice 
and pediatric services to these communities. Space 
also is included for laboratory and x-ray services, 
including a radiology imaging suite.

Throughout the past century, the Longmont Clinic 
has been a leader in bringing advanced medicine to 
the people of the St. Vrain valley. What founders 
C. F. Andrew and V. R. Pennock established as a 
fairly new approach to medicine 100 years ago has 
remained the mission of the Longmont Clinic — to 
provide their community with top-quality, cutting 
edge medical care.

Planning for THE Future

One hundred years ago... continued from page 3

Did you know?
That as of May 25, 1906, the cost of a day visit to a doctor  

at the clinic was $2; a night visit was $3; and office  
call was $1; and an obstetrics visit was $15? 



1925 West Mountain View Avenue
Longmont, Colorado 80501


